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SC01 – The Passer-by

I believe you need to get closer 
to highlight the texture of the 
sand. I don't see what the 
primary subject could be on 
this wide shot.
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SC02 – Tree Texture

Bright spots ie the 
results of the sawn 
areas, attract the eye. 
These areas are not of 
sufficient interest to 
make this a strong 
image.
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SC03 – Sand Critters

I find this an attractive image, 
however i think it is more 
about shapes and doesn’t 
highlight textures.
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SC04 – Seven Mile Shells

Less can be better. This 
shot has too much 
content and gives a messy 
result. It is more about 
shapes than textures.
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SC05 – Split

Nice use of light giving extra 
interest with the shadows. The 
seeds could be sharper. I am 
finding a lot of the colour 
images in this competition do 
not have  any or much colour. 
Ask the old question ‘ does the 
colour add to this image’. If not, 
maybe it should be a 
monochrome. I also believe 
that texture competitions 
require you to get close to 
study the grain and/or the 
texture of a subject.
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SC06 – IMG 9197

The pink subject needs to 
be better focused to 
better display the 
texture. Overall a messy 
image, too much content.
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SC07 – Hippo

Texture everywhere – the teeth, 
whiskers, tongue, skin. Great timing and 
patience. MERIT
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SC08 – Keeper

Am i to look at the texture of 
the skin or the shell? The 
hands are distracting. I 
would prefer to see the 
colourful, textured shell in a 
more natural environment ie
on the sand. Are these the 
authors hands? If so, I hope 
you used a tri-pod (or 
similar) and didn’t get some 
else to take the photo.
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SC09 – Red Gum

Get closer! To me the shot is just 
the right hand leaf and the shadow. 
I believe this would give a stronger 
shot. It would have warm colours, 
textures, lovely shapes especially 
the shadow. You need to pay more 
attention 
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SC10 – Shades of Green

I am having trouble finding 
much of this image that is in 
focus. To see the beauty of 
textures it is critical that the 
subject is sharp.
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SC11 – Scribble Art

Once again this shows more 
shapes than textures. Get 
closer to the tree to see the 
texture of the bark. I would 
decrease the exposure to 
get stronger colour. 
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SC12 – Waterside Rock

I wonder if the time 
of day has decreased 
the colour effect of 
this image. The 
colours are not bold 
and the light might 
be a bit cold. Early 
morning or late 
afternoon  could give 
a warmer light and 
better colours in the 
rock. Lots of texture 
is evident as per the 
set subject.



15/05/2020

15

SC13 – Stoney Creek

This image has too much 
content and as a result is 
rather messy. This is 
more about shapes even 
though there is 
significant texture in the 
stones. Where is our eye 
supposed to settle? 
What is the primary 
subject?
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SC14 – Grass and Hedge

This image does not 
have sufficient interest 
to succeed in this 
competition. The garden 
edge cuts the image in 
half and makes two 
images. The shrubs are 
too far away to highlight 
the texture. The leaves 
on the grass hide any 
texture in the grass. I 
dont see any texture in 
the leaves.
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SC15 – Grass Tree

In an open competition 
this would be a stronger 
image. I guess this was 
intended to show the 
great regeneration of our 
bush after a fire and the 
wide shot would be ideal 
in an ‘open’ to tell that 
story. In this set subject i 
would prefer a portrait 
presentation to give us a 
better view of the trunk 
of the grass tree where 
all the texture is present. 
The green folage gives 
this image a lot of impact 
and punch. Good depth 
of field control. MERIT



15/05/2020

18

SC16 – Dressing Up

Lots to like about this 
shot with great colour, 
lovely delicate shapes 
and lots of texture in the 
material. I might have 
offset the ‘flower’ a little 
more to get it less central 
ie aim further left to put 
the flower more to the 
right. This would also 
have given us more of the 
good pink colour. Watch 
the blown out areas 
when photographing 
whites. White is a 
‘bugger’ of a colour to 
photograph. MERIT
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SC17 – Fluffy

Well focused, good exposure, 
good composition, good texture 
– the spiral or conical shaping has 
my eye spinning inward to the 
centre of the shot. My only 
problem is when i get to the 
centre i have an expectation of 
finding something of interest. My 
imagination is not working well 
enough to give you a suggestion 
to add a point of interest. CREDIT



15/05/2020

20

SC18 – Driftwood

Another image that, in my 
opinion,, should be in a 
mono comp. As a judge i 
haven’t thought how 
much weight should be 
given to the colour value 
of a shot in a colour 
category. This certainly 
has heaps of texture and 
is close enough for us to 
view this. I might have 
been tempted to increase 
the contrast significently  
to increase the impact. 
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SC19 – After the Fires 1

Fabulous texture, probably 
the best so far in this 
comp. Well exposed and 
focused. I believe a vertical 
panorama would give more 
impact. To this end i would 
crop left and right up to 
the edge of the fence post. 
CREDIT
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SC20 – My Grecian Rug

Lots of texture but 
again no colour to 
give us any impact. I 
wonder if we might 
have several images 
in this presentation. 
Try splitting the 
image in half 
vertically. It might 
take away some of 
the confusion that all 
of the lines are 
giving me.  
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SC21 – Lichen and Leaves

The lichen gives me 
great texture and the 
leaves give me shapes. 
I would prefer you 
concentrate more on 
the lichen and get 
closer to make those 
wonderful textures the 
real hero of this image. 
When doing that you 
might need to boost 
the saturation so that it 
is not so much of a 
monochromatic image.
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SC22 – Soft and Hard

The colour contrast 
of the fore and 
backgrounds is 
fabulous. There is 
very good texture in 
the whole image. 
overall this image is 
very pleasing to the 
eye. The only 
possible 
improvement might 
be to crop left and 
right to the edges of 
the primary piece of 
foliage, this would 
get rid of a few 
pieces of scatty 
foliage. MERIT –
IMAGE OF THE 
MONTH.
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SC23 – Superb Parrot

Lots to like here. Aren’t they great 
models. Excellent focusing, lovely 
colour and lots of great texture in the 
bird’s feathers. The depth of field 
control is an added quality. Have you 
tried adjusting down the exposure in 
post processing to see if that gives 
even greater punch to the colours. 
CREDIT
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SC24 – Vine Trail

Another monochrome 
image. A pleasant 
surreal mono image 
but not stronger 
enough in a set 
subject – ‘set colour’.



15/05/2020

27

SC2 – Burnt Wombat

This, to me, is a 
documentary shot 
of a piece of art 
work – possibly 
yours or produced 
by someone else. I 
find other images 
stonger in this 
comp. 
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Shoalhaven Photographic Club 

Set Monochrome
“Textures”
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SM01 – Life and Death in the Red Sand Dunes

There may be 
texture in the sand 
but this appears to 
be an image of 
shapes and 
shadows.
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SM02 – False Nails

The stones in the background 
need to be further out of 
focus so they do not 
command our attention  
especially as they are shapes 
and not textures. The fingers 
have some texture however i 
think we would see more 
texture if we saw more of the 
hand
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SM03 – Morekai Boulder

Some good texture in the rock. I 
believe it would have more 
impact if you got closer or even 
zoomed in via post production. 
I have zoomed closer and found 
stronger textures. CREDIT
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SM04 – Passers By

The lighting appears to be 
too much front on which 
gets rid of shadows. That is 
the opposite to what you 
should aim to do with 
highlighting textures. This 
has left the image looking 
flat with little or no 
contrast. We have greys 
and little or no whites or 
blacks – no tonal range.
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SM05 – Wool Scour Boiler

Good tonal range, 
good texture, well 
focused and repetition 
of consistent shapes. 
The handle/ring 
spanner provides any 
interesting relief and 
point of interest. I 
have no suggestions 
for improvement in 
this shot. MERIT
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SM06 – Old Gum

Good tonal range, well 
focused, good display of 
texture, good exposure. 
Good presentation for this 
set subject. CREDIT
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SM07 – Beach Rocks

Lots of texture but 
could it have more 
impact if you got closer 
or zoomed in post 
production? Covers the 
set subject as defined. 
Would a touch more 
contrast given it a little 
more punch?
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SM08 – Alpaca

The snout and eye are 
nicely in focus with the 
rest of the animal fading 
into slight blur with good 
depth of field control. 
the texture in the fur of 
the face shows up nicely. 
We also see good 
exposure in most of the 
animal with just a little 
blow out in the whites. 
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SM09 – Bastard File

We need a little more 
imagination for this shot to 
work. It comes across as 2 
black and 1 grey vertical 
stripe. You need more 
concentration on the file to 
make it the hero of the photo. 
Compose it diagonally and it 
might help. The immense 
amount of black becomes 
dead space. You need to get 
closer. Shoot in landscape 
format and not use a square 
perspective.
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SM10 – Tree Bark

Lots of texture as required. 
The close grain of the wood 
tends to confuse my eye and 
gives me a feeling of being 
slightly out of focus.



15/05/2020

39

SM11 – Flower

I agree that there is 
a lot of texture 
when we zoom in 
very close, but this 
is not evident 
when the image is 
viewed in full 
screen, it has the 
appearance of 
being out of focus.



15/05/2020

40

SM12 – Chip of the Old Block

Good texture but 
the image is not 
very sharp. I 
would also prefer 
to crop left and 
right to the edges 
of the cuts. Well 
exposed with good 
tonal range.
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SM13 – Old Stone

Good texture and 
focus. I would like to 
give it a little more 
impact by increasing 
the contrast or if in 
photoshop go to 
levels and bring the 
black slider into the 
edge of the pyramid 
and the same for the 
whites.  
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SM14 – After the Fires 2

Impressive texture, 
exposure, focus, 
contrast. Good 
impact. The ripple 
effect in the top 
half of the timber is 
particularly 
pleasant to my eye. 
Try cropping out 
the right hand third 
of the image to see 
if it becomes 
stronger by 
eliminating the leaf 
litter. CREDIT
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SM15 – Seascape

As nice a 
scene as this 
may be and 
with texture 
in the sand, i 
dont find this 
is strong 
illustration of 
the set 
subject.
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SM16 – Furry Detail

Lots of texture in this 
image and well exposed 
and focused. Maybe I'm 
not a strong enough 
dog lover to find this a 
compelling shot even 
though it is technically 
strong.
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SM17 – One Month Later

I have criticised some 
similar images in this comp 
with a mixture of textures 
in 2 different surfaces, 
however, this shot is so 
strong that i cant reject it. 
The texture in the leaves 
and the tree bark are 
impressive. It is further 
strengthened by the great 
tonal range with strong 
whites and blacks. The 
focus and depth of field are 
also strengths of ths 
presentation. MERIT
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Shoalhaven Photographic Club 

Open Colour
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OC01 – Kaikoura Sunset

A couple of things that impress 
me then a couple that i think 
could improve the image. The 
slow shutter speed to get 
movement in the cloud gives 
some action or life to the shot 
else it would look very static. 
The basic principles of art have 
been used by having 
foreground, mid ground and 
background interest. The focus is 
good throughout the entire 
shot. I think you have too much 
in the foreground and if it was 
mine, i would remove half the 
foreground. This would also 
drop the horizon to the bottom 
third and stop it cutting the 
image in half. I would try 
darkening the entire image to 
increase the drama of the sky 
and give stronger colour in the 
land.
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OC02 – Majestic

There’s quite a bit of noise in the 
sky, has this been greatly 
enlarged/cropped or a high iso. 
Unfortunately the entire shot is 
out of focus. 
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OC03 – Fish Surprise

You call it fish surprise. I 
cant see a fishing line or 
any fish. Without seeing 
the look of horror, 
surprise, discomfort on 
the persons face doesn’t 
allow us to share the 
mood of the shot. I 
think the story line is a 
bit weak.
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OC04 – Regeneration

Lovely colour and 
contrast to the burnt 
tree. Displays the beauty 
of nature with the 
regeneration. Might it be 
stronger with a portrait 
format to show more of 
the burnt tree and 
possibly burnt forest. 
That might give a better 
environmental or 
situational view. CREDIT
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OC05 – Meercat

I am a firm believer 
in getting to eye 
level with a subject –
be it a small animal, 
infant etc. The 
perspective here is 
not ideal as t doesn’t 
allow us to be 
involved with the 
meerkat and see 
what it is doing. We 
are not involved in 
the story of this 
image. The shot also 
needs a colour boost 
to give it some 
impact. 
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OC06 – Shadow Art

I don't like the dark vertical 
structure i would crop the 
left hand third of the shot. 
The same applies to the 
black area at the base of 
the image. That then gives 
us a square format or you 
could shoot in portrait 
format. Unfortunately the 
bottom of the lowest leaf 
has been cut off. I would 
also increase the richness of 
the blacks in the shadow ie 
more contrast or 
adjustment in levels.
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OC07 – Catching Some Luck

This self isolation is 
getting your 
imagination 
working. Keep 
exploring. The 
venetian (?) blinds 
are a severe 
distraction – hang a 
white or even 
coloured sheet to 
give a photographic 
backdrop.
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OC08 – Evening Stroll

A relaxing mood is coming across to me. A couple and family enjoying our waterways and the 
evening for some exercise. Why has this been entered in a colour category and not in the 
monochrome section?
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OC09 – New Holland Honeyeater

The bird and flower are 
great – colour, contrast, 
focus, composition, 
depth of field. I find the 
bright background a 
little eye catching and 
maybe could be toned 
down. MERIT
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OC10 – Reflections

Very  pleasant 
capture. The 
symmetry of the 
birds in their posing 
– head positions, 
good colour, 
exposure, focus. 
The reflections are 
good yet i have a 
question – in the 
reflection why is the 
head of the left 
hand bird so blurry. 
CREDIT
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Open Monochrome



15/05/2020

58

OM01 – Coffee @ Bello

Because the 
people on the 
right are so  
insignificant in the 
image, this 
appears to be a 
shot of an empty 
table and stools in 
front of a glass 
window. I cannot 
gather what story 
you are trying to 
convey
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OM02 – The Heads

A lovely vista. Some 
foreground interest 
helps except that 
the rock is not in 
focus. Shots of 
clouds are helped if 
a slow shutter 
speed is used to get 
some movement 
and blur. There is 
good contrast and 
tonal range in the 
photo. CREDIT


