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Assessment Night: “Portrait 
(posed)” 
As Covid continues to restrict our activities, we again needed 
to change from a print to digital format, with live judging 
commentary from Barry Collier of The Entrance camera club.  
Thank you to Dan for arranging a judge at short notice. I’m 
sure you would agree this is not an easy thing to do. Barry 
advised that he has been a judge for many years at camera clubs 
and more “senior” competitions and has some experience with 
international competition.

As you would expect there was a large number of entries in the 
set subject categories. Obviously portraiture is popular. That 
does not mean it is easy however. Barry was extremely generous 
in his praise for many of the individual images and the overall 
body of work.  

The set subject description called for your portraits to be 
“posed and well-lit” and to “think of those classic painted 
portraits by Rembrandt and other famous painters. Strongly 
composed, well-lit and with a non-distracting background”. We 
are not looking for whole bodies or “environmental” type 
portraits where the subject is shown in or among his/her typical 
surroundings. 

My impression was that there was a mixed reaction to some of 
Barry’s comments. His effusive praise would certainly have been 
well received and he made sure to comment positively on good 
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lighting and non-distracting backgrounds where they were observed. 

The subject’s eyes and whether or not they were visible was another point on which I felt some of the 
entries were discredited. We saw several entries last night where the eyes were not visible that I 
thought were excellent. 

When discussing composition, I feel Barry made some generalisations that discredited some 
thoughtfully constructed images also featuring excellent lighting and non-distracting backgrounds - 
images striving for something a little different, perhaps a bit of story-telling. 

Many judges would argue that the human eye is naturally drawn to the brightest areas first and then 
moves around from there. This is why many portraits have a relatively well exposed face surrounded 
by a darker area. The eye is drawn naturally to the face, regardless of whether it is left, right or in the 
centre. 

Taking a different tack, following the rationale that we “read” an image from left to right, I was left 
with the impression from Barry that unless a subject is placed to the right of centre so that our eyes 
move in from the left and stop at the face of the subject then it is somehow wrong. This led to the oft 
repeated suggestion regarding reversing many of the images. More on that below in case you are not 
sure what that means or how to do it. 

I accept there is some merit in that approach and, no doubt, some of you will have already 
experimented with your own images to see if he was right. I suspect he will be correct sometimes and 
incorrect at others but I don’t agree that you can universally apply that compositional restraint to 
every image. Check out this link to the National Portrait Price and decide for yourselves whether the 
images there are similarly constrained, not just with respect to subject placement but whether the 
eyes were visible etc because it seems to me that in the rarified world of series competition many of 
these so-called rules are not rules at all.. https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2021/jul/
30/australias-2021-national-photographic-portrait-prize-winner-and-finalists-in-pictures

I do agree with Barry’s assertion that there is only one rule in photography, art or whatever, and that 
is that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. He liked what he liked. If you feel that his reversing 
suggestion improved your image then rejoice. If, on the other hand reversing did not help your image 
and that you presented it because that’s how you liked it then you are also correct. I think the take 
home message is that you should retain this compositional trick in your editing arsenal for possible 
use in the future. Try it. Decide - better or worse?

As I stated earlier, Barry was very pleased with the overall quality of the images and was generous in 
his awards both merits and credits in the set subject. In the open categories there were fewer awards 
but the most prestigious Photo of the month went to an open colour landscape from central Australia 
by Dave MacQuart.

Dave says “This was taken on the first sunrise when on my recent trip to the Simpson Desert and was a 
taste of things to come, as we spent around 2 weeks camped in the desert. This particular image was taken 
from the top of the dunes in Eyre Creek, not too far west from Birdsville. Taken at 0.4sec on a tripod at 
f22 to get the sunrays as it the sun rose above the horizon, ISO100. 44mm on 24-70 f2.8 lens. Image is 
uncropped.”
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Thanks Dave and congratulations. It is a lovely image and only serves to make me more determined to 
get there one day. A photo trek perhaps Denis? For those who may not know, the sunburst Dave 
mentioned is will only be captured by your lens when it is stopped right down to f/16 or, if you have it 

f/22 and it is caused by the light being diffracted by the blades of the lens. The more blades in your lens 
the more rays in the sunburst.

And once again, being a digital assessment, we did not get to award a people’s choice.

Next Workshop: Shorebird Excursion 
Unfortunately will not go ahead

Reversing your image in editing 

I’d be very surprised if this is not a universal feature of every image editing software ever written, from 
Photoshop right down to the imaging software that comes with your camera

Firstly open your imaging software. I’m going to demonstrate with Lightroom (the Classic or Desktop 
version). From the top menu, select Photo>Flip Horizontal. See the top screenshot below.

You can also right click your mouse anywhere over the image and select Transform>Flip Horizontal, as 
shown in the next screenshot
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Either method will produce the same result by “reversing” or horizontally flipping the image. See 
below for the result. 

You know, I actually think it works in this case. I ‘m happy with Barry’s suggestion. The desktop 
provides a nice leading line into the monk’s face, but I’m happy with the lighting as you see it. After 
all, it was taken inside a darkened, incense-filled monastery and conveys the mood perfectly.
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Annual Award Dinner: 
Unfortunately I am not in a position to advise one way or the other on this one. The Butter Factory 
is booked but there is no guarantee that we will be able to get there for the dinner.

We may have to Zoom it again which won’t be the same but we can at least recognise those 
members who have excelled throughout the year. I will keep you posted.

Until next time…
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