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Annual General Meeting 
As is usual in October, the AGM immediately preceded an 
assessment night - the report on that to follow below. Held over 
Zoom with Denis hosting and being chaired by Ian Brown, the 
AGM was completed in record time and the SPC now has a 
new committee. You can see in the panel on the left side of this 
page who the successful new nominees are. I am pleased to say 
that we have a bigger than usual compliment which, I am sure, 
reflects a strong desire to pitch in and help on the part of those 
members elected.

I would like to formally acknowledge the tremendous 
contributions made by outgoing President Dan Crowley and 
Vice-President Sam Anderson. On behalf of the new committee 
and all our members, a big thank you.

Assessment Night: Buildings 
Once again, a large number of entries in the set subject 
categories and some stunningly good images submitted.

We were privileged to have a new judge for the evening Gerard 
Blacklock, a long time acquaintance of Matt Kaarma, and we 
were fortunate to view some of Gerard’s work prior to moving 
on with the assessment proper. He had a really interesting 
collection of landscapes based around Sydney Park and some 
wonderfully creative light-painting images. Images which, for 
me, were a step up from light-painting I have seen in the past.
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Gerard obviously put a great deal of consideration into his assessments as evidenced by extensive 
written comments appended to each of the image slides and he had a thorough and cohesive 
approach to his critique. 

First and foremost Gerard was looking for a story within the image, ranking that above technical 
issues and stating that some images just worked for him regardless of minor flaws because they did 
tell a story. Without labouring the point he commented on overall lighting, composition, distracting 
elements, different points of view and post-processing techniques with credible authority. Gerard also 
commented whether a viewer might perceive a particular image as having been difficult or hazardous 
to make and that how, correspondingly that might well increase the worthiness of the image in the 
viewer’s mind. Once or twice he complimented members for creatine a worthy image from a scene 
that he (and perhaps most of us) would have walked straight past. I’d certainly be happy to have him 
judge for us again

Photo of the month was awarded for the second month in a row to Dave MacQuart for his discerning 
view of a building in Lyon, France.

Dave says: (This image was) “taken on the confluence of the Rhone & Saone Rivers in Lyon, France at 
the Musee des Confluences, Celebrating the culture of this historic River junction. I took several 
shots of this building, and chose the uncomplicated and non-distracting lines of this one. Behind me 
was the B&W shot I took of the curved bridge over the Rhone. Was a good day behind the camera 
wandering around Lyon. Shot was hand held at 1/10sec, f5.6, ISO800 (I needed the light). Shot using 
Full Size Sensor Pentax K1 with F2.8 24-70mm Lens at 29mm.”
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Thanks Dave and congratulations yet again. It’s one thing to spot a stunning building - there are 
countless of them all around the world, but another thing to channel your vision into a compelling 
photograph. Hand held for 1/10 sec is also very impressive.

Annual Awards Dinner: 
It’s going to be the biggest dinner we have had to date. Thirty members, partners included, will be 
attending the dinner at the Butter Factory on Friday 22nd October. Guest judge for the night will be 
Robert Crawford, long time Nowra based photographer and journalist and likely known to many of 
you. Robert has judged for us before and brings a journalist’s viewpoint to the assessment. It would be 
a good idea, therefore, if you consider how well your image tells a story before you submit it on the 
night for the prestigious Photo of the Year award. Philomena or I will send a final email with the times 
for arrival and a rough outline of the evening’s programme.

Next Workshop: Reproduction 
Not the procreation of the species kind but how to go about reproducing or converting text and 
graphic documents (think book pages and artwork) from its original format to the photographic image 
format. Matt Kaarma will take us through the equipment and techniques required to get a good 
reproduction. I know I have tried, with varying degrees of success to do this in the past, as I’m sure we 
all have. Hopefully this will be back to the University Campus in a face to face meeting format.

Until next time…
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