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Assessment (Digital): 
Generations 
Rain, rain, go away!! It was a wet night, with plenty of potholes on 
the way out to the Uni. Despite that it was a good turn out for the 
digital assessment. Our digital assessment co-ordinator Sue 
Williamson allowed an extension of the deadline as there were 
only eleven members entered by official close. Thanks Sue for 
getting the images packaged and off to the judge and to Denis for 
hosting our judge Peter Stubbs, from Newcastle, on a zoom hook-
up. Unfortunately, we did experience technical issues which caused 
Peter’s voice to drop out several times during his presentation and, 
sadly, we were unable to see his portfolio of images. 

Peter is an old friend of Matt and Philomena’s and, according to 
Matt, has a wealth of experience and talent. I must say, to me at 
least, it was obvious from the first couple of image descriptions 
that Peter knew his stuff. Once again, without having formally 
judged at a photo club before he was excellent.

There is certainly merit in having an excellent photographer, 
regardless of judging inexperience. Peter was upbeat and he spoke 
enthusiastically about all the images with an authority that can 
only come from a wealth of experience, pointing out that any 
negative comments were more in the way of nit-picking rather 
than serious criticism. Possibly the most noteworthy comments 
related to managing highlights and shadows within your images. 
Remember your camera can very likely recover shadows 
successfully using the shadows slider in Lightroom but it will not 
be able to recover blown highlights. So, before clicking the shutter 
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make sure that your highlights are not blown (by checking the histogram). Your camera may be set to 
multi-field or centre-weighted exposure control and these do a great job but they do rely on some 
averaging calculations and the results, while mostly good, may not work in all circumstances, especially in 
high contrast situations, where the extreme highlights and shadows are beyond the camera’s dynamic 
range. You may wish to experiment with spot metering in those circumstances. Aim you spot at the 
brightest point in the image and half-press the shutter or press the exposure lock, then swing your camera 
back to the desired composition before fully pressing the shutter. You may have some very dark areas in 
your image but, as mentioned before, you can recover these much more successfully with your editing 
than you might expect. Try it!

We saw some inventive takes on the “Generations” theme, including an “evolution of the camera” image 
from Beryl Hardy and some lovely family portraits. Matt and Philo both submitted wonderful images: a 
dreamy “My Forest” scene from Philo and “Splash” a powerful wave crashing into the harbour wall at 
Kiama from Matt. But, it is unfair to single out just a few images, and so, with the committee’s agreement 
I am providing you with a link to the PowerPoint presentation complete with all the images and judge’s 
comments. You will be able to view (but not edit) all the photos and judge’s comments for each image. I 
hope you will find this educational. Please note that the link is for members only. Please do not download 
the file or share outside the club. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/k1jkg3suc4trq01/
SPC%20Digital%20Competition%20May%202022%20w%20comments.pptx?dl=0

The only downside to the evening (other than technical issues) was the non awarding of credits or merits 
for the open monochrome section. Given there were only two images the judge concluded it was better 
not to make an award, irrespective of whether either were deserving. I shall not comment further given 
one was mine and I am happy to take it on the chin.

Photograph of the Month 

There can only be one winner but Peter gave special mention (and a merit award) to both Dave McQuart 
for his exquisite river landscape from Tasmania and Peter Noakes’ bird portrait of “Sheldon” the macaw.

POTM was awarded to this image “Family Washing Day” in the Solomon Islands by Robyn Larson-
Shelton as his photo of the month. Congratulations Robyn for your second POTM in recent months. 
Peter was impressed by the eye contact with the lady on the left side of the image, the cropping and the 
tonal variation.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/k1jkg3suc4trq01/SPC%20Digital%20Competition%20May%202022%20w%20comments.pptx?dl=0
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12 May 2022

Keep Covid safe 3

Next Workshop Meeting: 25th May. “Filters” 
Bruce will present a simple overview of the use of filters. Many members will already own and use one or 
more filters in their everyday photography. Come and see what can be done to enhance your work with 
filters of various kinds. There will be a range of filters on display for you to look at and touch. These are on 
loan from other members for your benefit so please respect  and handle them with care, ideally using 
gloves if you have them.
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Next Assessment: Old/Abandoned/Neglected 
8th June 
Think building, motor car, machine, fruit or other organic object or material. And… outside the box, 
planet, universe, political party, ideology. The subject does not have to meet all three: it could be just old, 
or just abandoned or just decayed. The world is your oyster…but be sure the oyster is fresh.

Photographic Day Trips:  
A great way to meet your fe!ow club members and to see and take photos of places you may 

never otherwise get to visit. What’s not to like?

There are upcoming visits to the Berry Celtic Festival on 28th May and Vivid in Sydney on 31st May. Denis 
also has a major photo trek to the Lithgow area in June. Please check the “Club News” page on the 
website for further details http://www.shoalphoto.org/club-news.php. You will also find a link on this page 
the the club’s Facebook site with more up to date info regarding activities and events.

With Denis’ permission I have repeated some advice from an earlier email below:

In general you may join the group at a local meeting point, prior to the designated time of departure 
(carpooling available) or at the destination.

A typical day will consist of the main attraction in the morning, followed by  lunch; a great way to 
meet your fellow club members (generally at a reasonably safe Covid location or park), and then on to  
other attractions in the afternoon. 

You are welcome to attend part or all of the day's activities. All we ask is that you advise me of your 
intentions so that we are not caught waiting around for no reason.. 

A cork board with current events will be at the entrance to the meeting room each night and you may add 
your name on the left side of the sheets if you wish to attend one of the events or let me know by 
phone or email. This board also has details of the clubs major excursions this year to:

• Lithgow in June,
• The Warrumbungles in August / September, and
• Mayfields Gardens in October ( making up for the last 2 years).

We stay at caravan parks that have powered sites and cabins.  These trips are arranged around weekends 
for members who are unable to attend for the full duration due to work or other commitments.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call Denis on 0428 215 250. Likewise if you are not 
receiving emails from Denis re these trips and you wish to be included (or have misplaced them) please 
email him at denis@denis-cale.com.au.

http://www.shoalphoto.org/club-news.php
mailto:caledenis43@gmail.com
mailto:enis@denis-cale.com.au
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Finally, here’s a little treat from Philomena: 

https://www.magnumphotos.com/theory-and-practice/david-seymour-life-worth-living/

and some quick photoshop actions Adobe: 

https://pages.adobe.com/photoshop/en/quick-actions/?context.guid=7ae3c095-3f7d-4125-
af96-4f0d43d1108e?trackingid=88X75MB5&mv=email&context.init=false

Enjoy!

https://www.magnumphotos.com/theory-and-practice/david-seymour-life-worth-living/
https://pages.adobe.com/photoshop/en/quick-actions/?context.guid=7ae3c095-3f7d-4125-af96-4f0d43d1108e?trackingid=88X75MB5&mv=email&context.init=false
https://pages.adobe.com/photoshop/en/quick-actions/?context.guid=7ae3c095-3f7d-4125-af96-4f0d43d1108e?trackingid=88X75MB5&mv=email&context.init=false
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