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We’re Back (sort of): 
Sorry, it’s been a while getting pen to paper or fingers to keyboard 
rather. This isolation business is throwing up all sorts of activities 
such that there is hardly any time to get the usual things done. 
Think gardening, rearranging the garage, brewing beer etc. 

The zoom meetings have been excellent I think. Firstly, Mary’s 
ongoing social evenings on a Wednesday night have seen members 
getting together for a chat. We also had our first online committee 
meeting via Zoom, facilitated by Denis, then I gave a zoom 
workshop presentation on low contrast and finally last Wednesday 
night our first digital assessment. 

Assessment Night: Texture 
Our digital assessment judge was a chap from the Wollongong area 
named Greg Delavere. Greg said he lives on the coast and enjoys 
looking for shapes in the waves and textures on the sand amongst 
other things. Greg judged the images beforehand and provided 
notes for Dan to use as he hosted the zoom meeting while we, the 
members, sat back in our lounge chairs sipping wine or whatever. 

Texture was always going to be a bit of a gnarly subject but hey, 
with two images of mine involving sand I thought I might do OK. 
Sadly not! The judge took a more purist approach to the definition 
and my ideas of textures were his idea of shapes. I think many of 
our members were, like I was, a bit more liberal in their 
interpretations of the subject matter. You can only look at tree 
bark and peeling paint so many times before having to stifle a 
yawn! Anyway, those images that did not really fit the judge’s tight 
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definition, like my sand images, were given little more than a few words, generally along the lines of 
“doesn’t meet the criterion”. Consequently, few credits or merits were awarded. Personally, I thought there 
were a good many images (not referring to mine here)  from the contributing members that deserved 
more favourable or at least reasoned, explanatory comment. It’s easier for a judge to be somewhat 
dismissive when not actually “live” in front of an audience because there is no pressure for him or her to 
be encouraging - encouragement, especially toward novices, being a core principle of belonging to a photo 
club. Having said all that, I respect his opinion and appreciate the effort he put into the task. 

One point Greg did make was in regard to his preference for monochrome and suggesting more 
photographers to try it. Interestingly I made a similar comment during my low contrast presentation 
when I suggested the photographer should ask him/herself whether colour in the scene actually 
contributes to the strength of the image or merely provides a distraction. We must have read the same 
book!

Anyway, time to reveal the photo of the month. This time it was awarded to Sue Williamson for her image 
of grasses growing along cliff-side ledge somewhere on the Kimberley Coast. The lighting accentuates the 
ridges and craggy surface of the cliff face which provide the bulk of the textural subject matter. It’s very 
difficult to see the actual micro-textures of the rock at this resolution and I would love to see the printed 
image. There is also the textural contrast between the hard rock and the soft grass. Of course, the bluish 
rock and yellowish grass are complimentary colours and give the image an extra bit of dynamism. Well 
done Sue.

Photograph of the Month 

Kimberley Coast by Sue Williamson
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Free Photography Tutorials 
Once again, Thanks to Philomena, I am including a link to over 1100 free photography tutorials, 
courtesy of the professional Photographers Association of America. Something to keep you occupied 
in the weeks and months to come. It takes you to a page where you can sign up fro a free account and 
go from there. Quite safe and legitimate.

https://www.dpreview.com/news/9935972902/ppa-offering-free-access-1100-
classes-amidst-covid-19-quarantines

Next Workshops: Info lifted from the club’s 
web page (thank you Robin) 
May 27th - Workshop - Wildlife/Animal Photography 
June Andersen -  A presentation on how to achieve the best results in animal 
photography.  June has taught photography for many years and has been running 
courses on wildlife photography at Mogo Zoo since 2010. Her presentations are always 
so clear and informative and a delight to attend. Check out some of June's fabulous 
photography and her courses at http://www.natureofphotography.com.au/Default.aspx. 
This workshop will be conducted via a ZOOM meeting, members will be notified via email 
of the Meeting ID. 

June 24th - Workshop - Back-lighting - probably via an on-line Zoom 
meeting, we will let you know closer to the date. 
Dan Crowley – This tutorial will examine the use of back lighting as either a principle 
lighting source or complimentary light to produce an image that highlights the subject’s 
qualities. We will also touch on “Shape” as a later set subject. 

Next Assessments: June & July both digital. 
June 10th - Assessment 
Low contrast - this will be a digital entry assessment, due date for 
submissions via your SPC Dropbox is Wednesday May 28. 
Luminance contrast is the interplay between different levels of light. Colour contrast is the 
interplay between different colours. You have probably heard, especially in the context of 
black and white photography, that a good B&W image must have the full range of tones 
from pure black all the way to white. That is simply NOT true. In this assessment we are 
looking for low contrast images. In monochrome this a similar level of light throughout the 
image. It could be mostly dark (a “low-key” image) or mostly light (a “high-key” image). It 
could also be mostly grey with no blacks and no whites. For colour it should have 
harmonious, even colour distribution without jarring colour opposites adjacent to one 
another (i.e. red next to green, orange/yellow next to blue. Check out early masters of 
painting like Rembrandt for a good example of low colour contrast. 

http://www.natureofphotography.com.au/Default.aspx
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July 8th - Assessment        
Near and Far - Digital entries if social distancing rules are still in 
effect 
The challenge here is have objects in the foreground and the background equally sharp. 
We want you to use your camera settings or, if possible, choice of lens to capture the 
image with near and far both in focus and not rely on software stacking or other tools. In 
simple terms, using a high f-stop number such as f/16, will give you the desired result. a 
wide-angle lens naturally has a deep depth of field and may also be a good choice. A 
telephoto lens might give you a great close up but it’s not what you need for this 
assessment. Suited to a landscape but a more intimate scene with closer subjects, one 
or more near and one or more far could work. 

Software: 
Over the last couple of months there have been some generous offers from software vendors 
including free additional months on your Adobe subscription, half price on Affinity Photo, free 
Capture One (if you have a Sony or Fuji camera) and others as well.

I though I would look closer at the Affinity suite of products. Having made a number of photo 
books using Adobe’s InDesign by taking out a month’s free trial, completing the book and then not 
going on with the subscription I though I would give Affinity Publisher a go. Fair dinkum, the 
Affinity products are about as close to Photoshop and InDesign as you can get without infringing 
licences. Even the keyboard shortcuts are the same in most cases. The biggest problem with Affinity 
is that there is no DAM (digital asset manager). By this I mean there is no cataloging tool - 
something that Lightroom excels in. Enter “NeoFinder” for Mac (and AbeMeda if you are using 
Windows).

This is not a photography program but a full blown cataloging software. It’s fast and it is fully 
compatible with all the usual EXIF and IPTC metadata systems. You can find any image file (or any 
text, video and many other formats) super fast and open it from there straight into Affinity. It looks 
promising and as much as I love Adobe’s products, their subscription model is irritating. I’ll let you 
know how it goes with NeoFinder.

Lastly: 
Epson ink prices are going up! Here’s a link to saving a few dollars. You need to but before 29th May.

https://www.vision6.com.au/v/35364/9448337/email.html?
k=xTvgPqxaaZiMm3bHKIUq4f5oNzBlZrHap2Gw7OfBcX4

Until next time, keep safe. Why not download the app. I did
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