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Assessment Night: :Long 
Exposure 
Ah, the football coinciding again with Assessment night. Just 
thirteen members came for the Long Exposure assessment with 
our judge, Steve Mullarkey and his wife Helen. Fortunately, Steve 
and Helen were staying with friends in Berry and he was only too 
happy to judge again for us. As most would know, Steve has judged 
for us numerous times before and has always been very popular. 
Steve likes to involve the audience, asking questions of the authors 
as he moves through the images. With fewer images on display 
than normal, there was plenty of time for banter, a longer than 
normal coffee break and early departure.

In a break from convention, Steve opted to start with set subject 
monochrome images and there were only a few. Set subject colour 
contained more images, as expected, but the surprise, for me at 
least, was that the number of images in the open section entries, 
particularly colour, far outnumbered those in the set subject. 

Personally, I find this lamentable. To my mind long exposure is a 
core skill in photography and I presumed that everyone would 
have had something to display and secondly, the reason we have an 
annual program with set subjects is to encourage members to have 
a crack at some aspect of photography that might be outside of 
their preferred genres, even if just for the learning experience. 

I realise this clashes somewhat with my previous statement about 
sticking to subjects in which you are genuinely interested and 
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avoiding those in which you are not and your images will be the better off for it but perhaps the answer 
lies somewhere between. 

Anyway, back to the judging and some fun was had as Steve tried to guess the length of each exposure, 
getting it quite close on some images and way out on others.

Photograph of the Month 

Steve confessed it was, as always, a difficult job to come up with just one winner. Much easier, he said, to 
narrow it down to three or four. Before making his decision, Steve asked whether the photograph of the 
month should be restricted to the set subject or not. With permission to include all images Steve chose 
Ian Brown’s magnificent Costa Rican blue-sided tree frog. You can see why. The frog is cute and unusual. 

It is well focussed and sharp. There is even a catchlight in its tiny eye. Its colours are striking on the frog 
and harmonious with the background, which is also masterfully blurred (thanks to the telephoto effect). 
Well deserved Ian.

Ian says “The frog was taken in Costa Rica at an area that I had identified for its variety and accessibility 
of frogs. I had a very enjoyable 3 days and nights practicing my macro and telephoto skills in the jungle 
often during drizzling rain ( it was a rain forest). This photo was taken in the late afternoon with my 
telephoto lens but on other occasions I used my macro with a macro flash on an extender. They are very 
difficult creatures to photograph in low light ( hence the high ISO) which made focusing quite difficult as 
they move very quickly.”
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Technical details: Nikon D750 with Nikkor 80-400mm at 400mm. 1/500 @ 5.6 and ISO 5600

People’s Choice was awarded to Bruce for a long exposure of the Sydney Opera House and Harbour 
Bridge.

This image was taken from Mrs Macquarie’s Chair at around midday. It was incredibly windy, gusting to 60 
plus kph and I really feared for the sharpness of the image. Thank goodness for a solid tripod. Ferries came 
and went in and out of the shot. Hundreds of walkers and joggers went right by the camera during their 
lunch breaks yet none appear in the scene because of the length of the exposure. The strong winds really 
stretched out the clouds as well. Details: Leica SL mirrorless full frame, 24-90mm zoom, focal length at 
45mm. 16-stop Formatt-Hitech screw-in filter, manual focus, aperture f/10, ISO 50, shutter speed 300 
seconds (5 minutes). I have converted the image to black and white before playing with the light on the 
opera house sails, emphasising what was already present to magnify their beauty and three dimensionality.

Previous Workshop: Matt’s Surprise: 22nd 
June 
Unfortunately I was not able to attend, but I understand there was a lot of interest in Matt’s presentation 
and a request for some follow up internet resources. Here they are. Click on these links to go directly 
there or copy and paste into your browser search bar.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zy8lArDE-o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtU2YUNXFf4

Featured photographers were Ralph Gibson and Andre Kertesz

Youtube downloader site is: https://www.4kdownload.com/welcome-5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zy8lArDE-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtU2YUNXFf4
https://www.4kdownload.com/welcome-5
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Lightroom tutorials by Scott Kelby available on Youtube.

Next Workshop Meeting: Movie Night & Swap 
Table: 27th July 
Enjoy a movie. It’s about photography of course but I can’t tell you what it is because it’s another of Matt’s 
surprises! Don’t forget some munchies to go with the movie. Plus, bring along old photo gear you no 
longer want and see if you can swap for something you do. One person’s trash is another’s treasure as they 
say.

Next Assessment: Patterns - Digital. 
Patterns as found in nature or buildings or the environment. Get creative…think about symmetry and 
repeating shapes and forms.

Following Workshop Meeting: 24th August. 
“Light Painting” at Bombo quarry with Gerry 
Blacklock. 
This is the workshop that was deferred from June, but it is on this time. Fingers crossed the weather will 
be more suitable. You will have already received advice about this because of the need to plan early.  

Photographic Day Trips & Treks:  
A great way to meet your fellow club members and to see and take photos of places you may 
never otherwise get to visit. What’s not to like?

Cathedral Rock Day Trip 

Next Tuesday 19th will be a trip to cathedral rock near Bombo quarry. Denis advises that the tide will be 
very low and this will facilitate going into the cave to get photos looking out toward the ocean.

Warrumbungles Photo Trek 

The Warrumbungles major trek takes place after the light painting workshop. Dates are from 24th August 
for those not attending the workshop, through to 3rd September. Some members will leave Thursday 25th 
August after the workshop and drive straight to Coonbarrabran. It’s not too late to join. Accommodation, 
will be Oxley caravan park in Coonabarrabran. Denis has secured a special group excursion to the Milroy 
private observatory which will be a highlight. If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call Denis 
on 0428 215 250.

Competitions 
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34th Sutherland Shire National  Exhibition of Photography
See the website for details: https://sutherlandshirenational.com

Shoalhaven Regional Gallery Exhibition: 
from mid July until end of September 2022 
As you may already be aware, the club’s expression of interest to exhibit in the Shoalhaven Regional 
Gallery’s Art Boxes was accepted and the images are ready to be hung. I am still awaiting final 
instructions for when and how this will take place. nevertheless, I encourage you to drop by, maybe with 
a friend or two and check out some of the photographs on display.

The gallery initially wanted to have four individual artists (photographers) nominated who would each 
display whatever works they wished, but were persuaded that, in keeping with their thematic approach 
we would select different photographic genres for each of the boxes. This way we have been able to 
display more members’ images and we hope this might also be a way to attract new members.

Until next time…

https://sutherlandshirenational.com
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