18 July 2021

Shoalhaven Photographic Club Inc.
Blah Blah Newsletter
Assessment Night:
“Celebrate the Light”

Your 2020-2021
Committee

With the looming threat of another Covid-19 outbreak and
Sydney in lockdown it was fortunate that the scheduled
assessment night was a digital format, easily lending itself to a
Zoom style online meeting. Our judge for the evening, Ben
Sto , was able to be at home on the Gold Coast and on our
screens at the same time. Happy days!

President:
Dan Crowley
Mobile: M 0457 813 508
dan.crowley@bigpond.com

Vice President:
Sam Anderson
Mobile:

With no State of Origin and the Tour de France available on
demand, we were able to enjoy an audience of more than 25
“zoomees” logging in for an entertaining evening. I’m con dent
this was a better attendance than would been the case had we
proceed with a face-to-face meeting at the UoW campus
Our judge, Ben Sto is an experienced photographer, having
started out at a very early age in Germany, before emigrating to
Australia. Having joined the photo club movement he
progressed to judging and was eventually elected President of
the Queensland Photographic Judges organisation. Ben is a
keen post-processor and Photoshop is his favourite editing tool

Secretary:
Bruce Williams
Mobile: 0401 065 053
willigofasta@gmail.com

I think members were pleased with his assessment comments
on the whole and he was able to make some constructive
suggestions regarding some images. I recall that he noted some
dust spots in the sky part of one image in particular and I will
go over how to identify and get rid of those at the bottom of
this newsletter

Treasurer:
Philomena Kaarma

Committee:
Robin Pitcher (Webmaster
Matt Kaarma
Barbara Reed
Sue Williamson
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To his credit, Ben took pains to explain whether or not, in his opinion, each image actually met the
set subject criteria and he was unapologetic in choosing not to award images which did not “tick the
boxes” in terms of meeting the criteria. Fair enough! I have sometimes found myself thinking of
earlier judges who failed to do exactly that. When a photographer makes the e ort to challenge him/
herself to meet the set subject description then his/her image should be adequately recognised.
In fact, I disagree wth Judge Ben’s interpretation of the de nition as it appears on the club’s website,
where each year’s set subject de nitions are published well in advance for everyone to see. Even on
re-reading the de nition for “Celebrate the Light”, I interpret it di erently to the way it was applied
by Ben on the night. I may be wrong but it seemed to me, throughout the course of the evening, that
Ben placed too much emphasis on whether or not a subject was directly illuminated from the front by
the light source (a tick in favour) or not (a tick against). In other words, images containing prominent
shadows were disquali ed from either a credit or merit
I hold a di erent interpretation of the de nition and still do not agree that an image’s subject had to
be illuminated front-on in order to meet the criteria. The published de nition states “try to
emphasise the in uence of the light on your subject”, and “Use the light, whether it be natural
or arti cial, to bring the viewer’s eye to the most important part of your image”. To my mind this
includes any kind of lighting or lack thereof, from any direction which brings the viewer’s eye
to the most important part of the image.
Of course there were a number of excellent images where the author and the judges interpretations
happily converged. Kevin Veness’ image of a table lamp illuminating some craft work comes to mind.
Congratulations on a well earned merit Kevin! But on the other hand, I believe a number of
otherwise excellent images were not deemed worthy of an award from Ben because they did not meet
the de nition as he interpreted it
Ben also made some suggestions about using Photoshops sophisticated tools to move or even remove
objects from the image. I think that’s something for individuals to decide at the time of producing or
printing an image but if there are any members who would like to know more about how to do that I
would be happy to go over it with them. An example is where you might have an image you have
already edited but would like to do something to “improve” it further but don’t know how then please
ask and I would be only too happy to sit down with you and see if I can help
Ben chose to award Photograph of the Month to Peter Noakes for his exquisite portrait of two lovebirds in the rain, which Peter had entered in the open category
Peter says “This shot was taken o my back verandah at out our previous house, these two have raised 5
lots if chick's together that we saw and were ever present and always together. Often grooming each other
when not bullying the other birds in the neighbourhood. They presided in a hollow of a dead gum tree on
our property. I'm not sure of the settings”
Well, I’m not sure either but whatever the setting were I suggest they were spot on! Congratulations
Peter. You are de nitely on a roll
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Photo of the Mont
‘Love in the rain’ by Peter Noakes
I mentioned somewhere above that Ben identi ed dust spots in the sky portion of an image and that I
would talk about how to get rid of them. Read on

Why am I getting dust spots on the sensor?
Well, if you have a camera with an interchangeable lens then, at some point when you had no lens
attached, some very tiny specks of dust blew or fell in and settled on the sensor. They may not even be
visible on the surface of the sensor but they will cast a shadow on the image when you take a picture.
Typically they are more noticeable when they overlay a uniform, unpatterned part of the image, most
often a clear, blue sky. If you have dust spots then all is not lost. You can hide or delete them when
editing your photo in most software. You can also select a wide aperture (typically f/4, f/2.8, f/2 etc)
when taking the shot to render them so out of focus that they will not be visible. You will make them
more visible by selecting f/11, f/16, f/22 etc and you can use that method to take a picture of a blue sky
to identify those spots more easily to aid in cleaning your sensor
That’s a bit more tricky and we did do a workshop on it once before. You need to open the camera,
remove the lens, ip up the mirror to expose the sensor and CAREFULLY clean it your self or pay a
professional to do it

.
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How to get rid of dust spots in Lightroom
In the Develop module, select 100% image size, then click on the spot removal tool. It’s the circle
with arrow at 90degrees and it is immediately to the right of the cropping tool. I’m sure you all
know where that is. This makes the image look like a black white negative

Hold down the space bar and move the image around on your screen, examining strip by strip until
you have covered the image. When you see a dust spot it will appear as a bright, white circle on a
dark background or a dark circle on a light or white background. Position the cursor over it and
click. Hey Presto, the spot is gone
When all spots are gone, close the Spot removal panel and you have your normal image back minus
the dust spot(s). Sorry this example image was not a good one but the method is the same

How to get rid of dust spots in Photoshop
Zoom in to 100%. Add an adjustment layer. The quickest way is to click on the little black and
white circle at the bottom of the layers panel.

Down here
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Select “Curves” from the list of options

Over here

This opens the Curves dialog box. Now click on the preset button and choose “Reveal Sensor Spots

This is the preset button
This is the curves dialog box

This makes your image appear like a colour negative and that’s because the straight line in the curves
dialog box has been replaced with a strange curve. Notice the new curves layer is the active
(highlighted) one
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You need to make the background layer active by clicking on it

With the background layer active, choose the spot removal tool from the left hand side. You can
adjust the size of the spot healing tool and I recommend just a little bit bigger than the actual spot
itself

This is the tool you need for the job

As you would do in Lightroom, zoom to 100% to make the spots easier to identify and scroll around
the image to nd the spots. Simply click over the spots using the healing tool to get rid of them
Once you have done that, reverse back out of the sensor reveal preset to the default preset and close
the curves dialog box. You now have an image with two layers and no visible dust spots. You can
keep the images with both layers as a “tif ” or “psd” le and your editing will be “non-destructive,” or
you can “merge” the visible layers or “ atten” the image to reduce the le size and save it as a single
layer
Until next time…
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