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Welcome: 
Here’s hoping for a less Covid affected year in 2022 than was 
the case for the past two years. Judging by the wonderful 
turnout and the level of enthusiastic banter last Wed. night we 
should be in for a great year. Very pleasing to see also three or 
was it four visitors and hopefully new members for in excess of 
30 attendees - our best for some time. To cap it off there was a 
huge number of images submitted and they were really 
remarkably and consistently great to excellent. 

Assessment night: 
Landscape/Seascape/
Cloudscape 
Judge for the evening was local photographer Andy 
Hutchinson, accompanied by his lovely wife Catherine. Andy’s 
work may be familiar to many of you but if not I suggest you 
check out his website andyhutchinson.com.au to see some of 
his excellent work. Andy is obviously a beach kind of guy who 
also happens to love drone photography with the rest that he 
has many stunning and unique shots of our iconic Shoalhaven 
beaches. In fact, Andy advises that he was contracted by the 
Shoalhaven Council to photograph the “100 Beach Challenge”. 
Those of us in attendance to were treated to a slideshow of 
some of Any’s favourites along with his homespun philosophy 
regarding just getting out there with your camera and taking 
pictures. Perhaps another way of stating the old landscape 

http://andyhutchinson.com.au
mailto:willigofasta@gmail.com


10 December 2021

Keep Covid safe 2

photographer’s tip for getting great shots: f/16 and be there with your camera pointing in the right 
direction.

With so many images to assess, Andy was really under the pump. I told him he could have 
approximately one minute for each image if we were to get home on time. I know this is not ideal and 
was certainly not fair on him, but I he took the challenge and did a remarkable job under the 
circumstances. With no time for detailed analysis (which is arguably a good thing) Andy was 
nevertheless able to distil and convey what he liked about each image in a positive and enthusiastic 
way. I felt everyone would have been pleased with the outcome. After catching up time wise Andy  
was able to relax and slow down a bit and interact with the audience for the second half of the 
images. Excellent work by our white-glove lady Lois, thank you and the stands were a delight to pack 
away thanks to Dave and Pete for their repair and maintenance work over the Christmas break. Well 
done guys.

I mentioned above the large number of images - in total over 70. About half were set colour and the 
other half a mix of set mono and open colour/mono. In addition to his generous prise, Andy was also 
generous with the credits and merits. At the end of the night, the POTM was awarded to Robin 
Larson-Shelton for her image from Iceland showing a herd of Icelandic ponies in the foreground and 
majestic now capped peaks in the background. 

This was taken in Iceland, at a 3 minute stop for us to have our first meeting with the Icelandic Horses, we 
never did get another photo opportunity like this one for the rest of the trip. It was very hurried and on 
the side of the road so I wasn’t able to get very far back at all.
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 I first edited this in Photoshop and it was a nice shot, then last year I revisited it in Lightroom using 
techniques new to me. Using the Linear Filter to make adjustments I was able to bring out the detail in 
the mountains, then I thought I had a really, really nice shot. I also used the radial filter to highlight 
some of the horses’ features. I think I also ran it through Topaz. Taken with Canon EOS 700 D, f 22, 
1/1000 sec, ISO 3200, 79mm, Spot Metering.

Congratulations Robin on your first POTM! Well done.

Might I add that there have been some pretty remarkable improvements to Lightroom in the last 
couple of upgrades. The new masking feature is excellent and would probably have allowed this group 
of horses to be very easy selected for editing adjustments whilst leaving the background unchanged. 
The mask can then be “inverted” to select the background and further editing made without affecting 
the horses. nIf you have Lightroom and haven’t checked out this new masking feature well, what are 
you waiting for!

People’s Choice was awarded to Barbara Reed for her wide panorama of Glen Davis. Unfortunately 
this portrait orientation of this document does not lend itself to showing Barbara’s image in all its 
glory. I suggest you click on this link to view it in the club’s gallery. 

Barbara says “It was taken at Glen Davis with my Canon 6D, 24-105 lens at 35mm focal length, shutter 
speed 1/100, f/11 aperture… The deep orange cliffs on all sides are amazing, especially at sunset.”

Next Meeting: Bird photography workshop 
with Peter Noakes 23rd Feb 
I’m sure you will all remember Peter’s amazing bird images from last year. Not to be outdone he added 
a couple of beauties last Wed night as well. Come along and listen to Peter describe what he does to 
get these images and it’s not just about the gear!

Next Assessment: Maritime 9th march 
Anything to do with water such as boat, buoys, wharf, jetty, anglers etc. But not a seascape! Try and 
capture that ‘maritime’ atmosphere.

http://jervisbay.jalbum.net/Photographs%20of%20the%20Month%20-%202022/#Glen%2520Davis.jpg
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Nowra Show Results: 
After not going ahead in 2021 we did have a Nowra Show this year. Thanks to Chief Photographic 
Steward Sam Anderson and her merry band of helpers for collating the images, mounting the 
display, organising judges and tidying up after. Always a big job. Well done and thanks.

It’s always a good opportunity for members to showcase their talents to the wider public and gain 
some recognition and a small amount of prize money along the way, sponsored, in par by the 
Shoalhaven Photographic Club if I recall correctly.

SPC members featured prominently in the results.

Anthony Turner: a second place award

Judi Anderson: a first place award, two highly commended and four commended

Lloyd Anderson: three first place awards, two second places, four highly commended and three 
commended

Merelyn Deadman: a second place, two highly commended and two commended

Pauline Kitto: a second place, two highly commended and two commended.

Congratulations to those members.

Photographic Day Trips:  
A great way to see and take photos of places you may never otherwise get to visit
Please don’t forget our intrepid field trip organiser Denis Cale always puts together a great list of 
one day and longer field trips every year. The one day trips in particular are arranged around the 
set subject programme and will give you an opportunity to get out there and get the sort of 
images you need. Plus they are a great social outing as well. The first one is this coming Friday 
18th Feb to the Port Kembla Heritage Park. 

I have attached cropping from a photo (cleverly taken by my wife from the notice board at our 
Wed night meeting). Apologies for putting off the image bit, but you get the idea.

Until next time…

Bruce Williams
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