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Assessment Night: Open
Welcome to the last Blah Blah newsletter for 2020. I think it
goes without saying that this was probably the worst or most
challenging year in living memory for most of us, but at least we
got to finish it oﬀ joyfully by getting together again, face to
face, for our final assessment meeting at the UoW campus.
I think we had about 30 members present, some with partners,
including a few who joined during the year but had only been
able to attend via Zoom (thanks to Denis). Nice to meet those
new faces in person.
Dan was able to present the President’s Award to Denis in
person as he, Denis, was absent from the awards dinner on his
annual photo trek. Robin Pitcher also received her duly
engraved People’s Choice award from the annual dinner and
Pam Allen her “Best New Member” award as she was also
absent from the dinner on the photo trek.
Once the display stands were erected they were filled to
maximum capacity in readiness for peer judging and I must say
it was a real delight to finally get up close and personal with the
real thing: actual printed images. Ansel Adams famously said
that “The negative is comparable to the composer's score and
the print to its performance.”
Digital imagery (equivalent to the negative) is all well and good.
It has certainly become the predominant image form in this
modern electronic age where so much media is consumed by
screen, but there is no way, in my mind, that the digital image
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can convey the total package by which I mean tonal subtleties, fine contrasts, pure blacks and whites
(and accurate colours for that matter) or the textural qualities of a piece of fine photographic paper
which can further enhance the printed image. Digital screens, despite advances in “high resolution”
are still not a match for the 300 dots per inch and higher that even a budget printer can produce.
You may recall in recent newsletters I have been somewhat critical of some (definitely not all) of our
judges this year, a point which I won’t labour but it leads me to say how pleased I was with the peer
judging process and, seriously, I think we, as a club, should consider having more peer judging
evenings throughout the year. There are, in my mind, several benefits to this.
Firstly, finding judges is not an easy task. Dan has done an admirable job doing so in the past couple
of years. I too performed this task a few years ago and confirm it can be quite onerous. It’s one thing
to find a judge but finding a ‘good’ judge is more problematic. Unfortunately all the ‘good’ judges are
well known and sought after by other clubs as well and you can’t blame them for not being available
sometimes.
Secondly, peer judging by the members means that you have, eﬀectively, a panel of judges assessing
every image. All major competitions use a panel of judges because they know that an individual
judge’s personal biases can be unfairly discriminating. Extreme opinions of any one judge are deemphasised by the combined weight of other opinion. The more judges, the less impact is carried by
variant opinions. Consider a photograph of a cat. Regardless of quality, cat-hating judges may well
dismiss such an image out of hand whereas at cat-loving judges may give it undeserved praise. Let’s
say the majority are OK with cat images and don’t feel strongly one way or another. They are more
likely to rate the image on its merits rather than its subject. Peer judging provides this balance of
opinion which I believe gives a fairer reflection of an image’s true worth. By way of example from last
Wednesday night, one of my images which rated highly was, earlier in the year, dismissed out of hand
by a guest judge who commented that it would have been better if there had been a yacht in the
frame. Next! So who was right, that one judge or the combined weight of opinion of 30 odd judges.
I heard some expressions of concern that without formal training it would be diﬃcult for unqualified
members to judge others images but I don’t believe that is the case. I’m confident we are all qualified
to recognise an awful image (which fortunately we are very unlikely to be called upon to do). No
special training required for this. What judge training does is provide a structured framework for
evaluating an image so that the judge can make some informed comment about why an image is bad,
good or excellent and, hopefully, use that framework as a discussion aid to educate photographers
about how to avoid the pitfalls that prevent an image from being excellent.
What I find frustrating is that many judges are overly fixated on this framework. Even when you, the
photographer, manage to obey all those “rules” there is still no guarantee that you will have an
excellent image. In short the advice will help you elevate your image to a level of mediocre
conformity. I can’t help but shake my head in amazement when visiting high profile photographic
exhibitions (something we should all do) and marvelling at wonderful images, yet at the same time
pondering what some of our judges might have made of the cropping or some other minor technical
detail.
Finally, judging is an excellent way of learning how to improve and present your own work. There is
nothing wrong with the formal training, just the application of it by some.
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And now for the image of the month. Peter Noakes’ beautiful aerial shot from a balloon aloft over
Canowindra. Peter has captured the beautiful morning light glowing through the fabric of a
neighbouring balloon and casting lovely diagonal shadows across manicured paddocks as they
both peacefully glide over an idyllic country scene. This is a strongly composed image with all the
diagonals pointing toward the balloon. There is also a lovely sinuous curve at the bottom of the
image acting as a natural vignette separating the darker ploughed ground at the bottom from the
lighter green paddocks in the centre. Additional vignetting around the edges keep the focus on the
balloon and the fields. Very well done Peter. I would have voted for this one myself if it had come

Photo of the Month
Come fly with me by Peter Noakes

down to a run-oﬀ! 🤣

What else is on?
Adobe launches free version of Lightroom for desktop - Australian
Photography.
Hard to believe, but check this out. You can use Lightroom for FREE. Yes, FREE! OK it’s a cut down
version without some of the newest enhancements of the cloud based subscription model but you still
get the catalog function. I think it could be a great option for those wishing to use Aﬃnity Photo.
Check pout the free version below.
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https://www.australianphotography.com/news/adobe-launches-free-versionof-lightroom-for-desktop?
fbclid=IwAR1Fysbm6q4jmCW6FbSqfQtghHIkOlyMRwSmzhUaOYc0vnXTY
fcOugUJf64
500px Resource Hub
Heaps of tutorials on diﬀerent photographic topics. Check it out:
https://iso.500px.com/introducing-resource-hub-activity-feed-and-more/

Personalised Christmas and Greeting cards made by you using
photoshop
https://stock.adobe.com/au/collections/fksSOcWnn9DGhT8xmmrEWZEdBh3HIZfo?
trackingid=FZPQYY5L&mv=email

Australian Centre for Photography Pop-Up
Exhibition: Truth in Fire
Despite closing their doors in Sydney, the ACP has honoured a commitment to Shoalhaven City by
holding a temporary pop-up exhibition in Kinghorn Street, featuring works from two artist/
photographers and their homage to last year’s dreadful bushfires and subsequent recovery as it
aﬀected our communities. Apart from a brief shutdown between Christmas and New Year it will be
open until late January. Do get along and see it.

February Workshop: Cambewarra Vineyard
Visit
I am please to advise that the owners are happy in principle with the idea of a SPC visit to the
vineyard to photograph grapes on the vine. Unfortunately the vines are covered with bird netting
from now until harvest and they will only come oﬀ the night before harvest. I still need to do some
liaising with the owners before we can say that the visit will go ahead. Be aware that if it does it will
be an early morning start and probably mid week. Can’t be more accurate than that I’m afraid.
The other possibility for a vineyard visit will be October or November next year following bud burst
when there will be berries on the vine and before the nets go on. We will keep you posted.
I hope you enjoyed reading this edition of Blah Blah, the Shoalhaven Photographic Club’s newsletter
and, on behalf of the SPC Committee I wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
Looking forward to seeing you all in February.
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