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Assessment Night: 
“Landscape/Seascape/
Cloudscape” 
Not surprisingly, there was a Covid wrought last minute change 
to a digital format in lieu of the planned face-to-face meeting at 
UoW. We owe both President Dan and Judge Ken Foster a big 
thank-you for reorganising the judging arrangements at such 
short notice. Equally, you, the members, deserve kudos for 
jumping onto the task of getting your images in to your 
dropbox folders in quick time.

Lots of images there were too. This particular set subject is 
always a popular one and saw one of the biggest entries in 
colour and mono for some time. Well done everybody!

Our judge, Ken Foster was back for his second or third time at 
SPC and he commented on the very high quality of the 
combined body of work. I totally agree. We were treated to 
some really excellent images. Perhaps more importantly I got 
the feeling that we are seeing a significant improvement in 
image quality from our newer or less experienced members.

Ken is obviously a keen landscape photographer and there was 
some light-hearted banter about some of the places shown 
where he had also travelled (obviously in. pre-Covid times).

As he did last time, Ken was generous in his praise for every 
image submitted, recognising that, as he was not there at the 
time the image was taken or as it was digitally edited, he could 
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not or rather would not downgrade an image for “imperfections” such as not having ideal lighting or 
ideal camera positioning.

I try, not always successfully, to pick up on a point in the judging where a comment has been made 
regarding some real or imagined quality issue and offer advice/education on addressing that issue. In 
the case of last weeks assessment, there were a few images which were arguably overly saturated 
(including one of mine)! As Ken pointed out, he was not there at the time the shot was taken or 
edited so could not be sure but I think we would all agree that some images could actually benefit 
from a reduction in saturation.

At the end of this newsletter I have included a small tutorial, courtesy of Jimmy McIntyre of how to 
find and fix over saturation in photoshop. Note that this would also work in Affinity, but not in 
Lightroom as it requires the use of layer blending to achieve the result. Don’t be put off. It’s not too 
difficult.

As mentioned, Ken was generous in his praises and with the awarding of merits and credits as well. I 
am particularly pleased to advise that we witness a newcomer to the Photo of the month winners. 
Move over Peter Noakes, Merelyn Deadman is the toast of the month for her lovely Monaro 
landscape image.

This image from Merelyn has strong composition of the landscape elements in the foreground which 
are beautifully balanced by an equally strong cloudscape in the top half of the image. Well, the sky is 
more than half  as it should be too with those wonderful dynamic, moody and threatening clouds. If I 

Snowy Mountain Country by Merelyn Deadman
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may be so bold Merelyn, had it been my image I might have changed the crop ratio to a little 
wider, say a 16:10 or even a 2x1 in order to drop out some of the relatively plain grass and give 
more prominence to the clouds. Just my suggestion and not intended to detract from this 
wonderful image, well deserving of the POTM.

Of course, being a digital assessment, we did not get to award a people’s choice. That said, I would 

like to congratulate Sue Josephson for her incredibly beautiful coral garden image. This is not the 
sort of those land-lubbers amongst its get to see very often, so thank you Sue. It’s enough to make 
me want to get out the snorkel and flippers!

Next Week’s Workshop: Lightroom Editing 
Even blind Freddy can see that we are in for an extended lockdown (just confirmed this morning) and 
so the committee has decided to hold the next workshop online via Zoom. This will be a good way to 
demonstrate some editing techniques using Lightroom and perhaps a little bit in Photoshop also. Plus 
I have been having a bit of a look at Luminar AI, so maybe a quick look at that as well. If any of the 
more experienced members wish to take part as demonstrators and show everyone else how you go 
about your editing then please let me know by return email. It would be great to see different 
members approaches to post processing.
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Finding and fixing over saturation in Photoshop 

To find oversaturated areas in your image use the Invert Adjustment Layer. This inverts the image, 
so luminosity levels are reversed, so what was dark is now bright and vice versa. The Invert layer also 
reverses colours, so red becomes cyan, blue becomes yellow, and green becomes magenta and vice 
versa. This happens for all colours, they invert to the colour on the opposite axis of the colour wheel. 
To isolate the colours and the oversaturation we then change the blending mode of the Invert 
Adjustment Layer to Colour. Now the layer no longer affects the luminosity of the image just the 
colour. To hone in on the oversaturated colour tones we set the layer opacity to 50% which makes 
the image look pretty much grey. Any colour tones that are visible are the colours that are 
oversaturated. You can the use an HSL Adjustment layer to reduce the saturation by dragging the 
slider to the left.

This info has been taken directly from Jimmy McIntyre’s website and it is explained in much more 
detail there, complete with a short video tutorial as well. Here is the link:

https://www.shutterevolve.com/avoid-find-and-fix-oversaturation-in-photoshop/

Until next time…stay safely isolated.

https://www.shutterevolve.com/avoid-find-and-fix-oversaturation-in-photoshop/
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Over here

This is the curves dialog box

This is the preset button



19 August 2021

Keep backing up 6

This is the tool you need for the job
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