
18 April 2022

 

Keep Covid safe 1

Your 2021-2022 
Committee 

President/Secretary 

Bruce Williams 

Mobile: 0401 065 053 

willigofasta@gmail.com 

Vice President: 

Matt Kaarma 

Treasurer: 

Philomena Kaarma 

Committee: 

Robin Pitcher (Webmaster) 

Barbara Reed 

Sue Williamson 

Denis Cale 

Dave Macquart 

Lois Sparkes 

Peter Noaks

Shoalhaven Photographic Club Inc. 
Blah Blah Newsletter

It seems ages now since we had an assessment night, normally 
the trigger for me to get another Blah Blah together. It’s a 
shame that the “Maritime” set subject assessment could not go 
ahead as planned because a number of members simply could 
not safely get to the University owing to the foul weather and it 
would not have been fair to them if we had gone ahead. Keep 
those Maritime images on hand though, because they will  be 
assessed later in the current point score year.

Workshop: Printing from 
Lightroom 
We were fortunate however, to be able to go ahead with the 
“Printing from Lightroom” workshop and doubly fortunate to 
have June Anderson available to present it to us. June is an 
excellent presenter and thoroughly knowledgeable about many 
aspects of photography, not the least of which is printing. The 
stunning A3+ sized prints she brought along prove that she is not 
only an excellent nature photographer but that her printed work is 
of the highest quality.

You, the members, asked for it and June gave us an excellent run 
down on how the print module in Lightroom functions. I learned 
a new trick or two myself and, despite printing almost exclusively 
from Photoshop for a number of years now, June’s talk convinced 
me to go back to Lightroom again.

I’m sure we will see a general improvement in print presentation 
following this workshop.

mailto:willigofasta@gmail.com
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Assessment night: Tools 
The set subject was tools and, I must say, I was surprised that the open categories contained more images 
than the set subject. Our judge was Sam Markham, born and bred in the Shoalhaven and a former Nowra 
High School student. Sam’s preferred genre is landscape photography and he showed us a collection of 
selected images from Kiama to Lake Tabourie. Undoubtedly the most captivating were from the recent 
fires, especially as he and his family were in the thick of it in the Parma region behind HMAS Albatross. 
Pretty scary stuff and not recommended that you try and replicate but the images captured were moving. 
One of Sam’s images hung in the National Gallery for 3 months (if I remember correctly). 

Last night was Sam’s first crack at judging. His young age (20’ish I’m guessing ) meant he was perplexed by 
some of the old tools on display in many of the images. I submitted a photo of an old mangle and, perhaps 
not surprisingly, he had no idea what it was. I told him it was probably an age thing and we all had a good 
laugh!  Sam also professed to being not a fan of monochrome! Pity.

Being a novice and not having been formally trained to judge photos in a club environment I think he may 
have felt a little daunted to begin with. Nevertheless, he soon warmed to the task and spoke 
authoritatively on composition, lines and balance. I felt his strength in judging was voicing aloud his 
thoughts behind a number of the images i.e. the story within them, at least as it appeared unfold to him. I 
think that helped provide some structure to his comments. Even though there were not a lot of images on 
the night, I felt toward the end there were some excellent images that, whilst he considered them “cool” 
failed to receive due credit. Scroll down for the POTM and People’s Choice images.

Next Meeting: Approaches to the making of an 
image with Matt Kaarma 27th April 
So many times, we just snap away and simply record a scene without giving it a second thought, but to 
take better, even great images requires more. Not just equipment but personal investment in the process. 
Envisioning the result before pressing the shutter. What sort of images/ideas are you wanting to portray? 
Where might you find your subject, the light, the weather, the time of day, the gear, the camera settings, 
post-processing and finally printing. Don’t miss this one. matt has a wealth of experience both with the 
camera in hand and in teaching photography to others.

Next Assessment: Generations (of people, 
animals or objects) 11th May 
Remember, this will be a digital assessment and you will need to have your images entered on time in 
order to qualify for assessment. Images will need to be uploaded into your unique member’s Dropbox 
folder by  6pm on Friday 29th April. If you are still not sure how to do this, the web page which deals with 
the ins and outs of uploading your digital images has been updated. Please refer to it via this link: http://
www.shoalphoto.org/resources/Digital%20Assessment%20Guidelines.pdf

http://www.shoalphoto.org/resources/Digital%20Assessment%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.shoalphoto.org/resources/Digital%20Assessment%20Guidelines.pdf
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Photograph of the Month 

Sam’s choice for POTM was awarded to Peter Noakes for his bird photograph. As a landscape self-
proclaimed photographer, Sam’s comment was that he understands how difficult bird photography can 
be and it’s very hard to get right. The fact that Pete did (and let’s face it, rarely does not get it right) 
made the image more meritorious. 

Peter says “ This photo was taken near Crookwell and was taken in very low light . As always with little 
birds it wasn't there for very long , so was lucky to get her at the right moment. 1250/sec. 2500 ISO f/8”

Lady Wren by Peter Noakes
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People’s Choice 

People’s Choice was awarded to Bruce Williams for this image of an old fashioned washing mangle, 
captured inside the Kinchega Woolshed on a photo trek with Denis and the club in 2017. Originally a 
colour image I converted it to black and white in Photoshop before carefully selecting the figure from the 
background using Photoshops various selection tools. I made further independent selections of different 
components of the figure such as the wheel, the rollers etc. Having made those selections I could adjust 
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the contrast and luminance in each independently to emphasise the parts I wanted to and de-
emphasis the rest. I’m still very much a novice at this but I enjoy doing it.

Photographic Day Trips:  
A great way to see and take photos of places you may never otherwise get to visit
Here iare details for the upcoming 9th May Autumn colours trip, revised because of the 
extended closure of Barrengarry.

For Sale: from Sue Williamson 

I have just purchased a new printer and the Epson salesman suggested my old printer, Epson 
Stylus Pro 3800, was still serviceable. He suggested I sell it for $250. All inks are at least 1/3 
full which is worth more than $250. It prints up to A2 size.  It was still making good prints, 
but not as effective after I upgraded to MacOS Mojave (10.4) and Monterey (12). I had used it 
with a PC previously. On 2 occasions it has dropped small black ink blots onto the paper 
during printing. A new Epson Pro printer costs $1700 so it could be a good start for someone.

If you are interested, get in touch and talk about it. I am happy to help you get it installed 
and operating.

Shoalhaven 
Photographic 
Club Inc. 
Outing Details 

Event; 
Location; 
Date; 
Time; 
Meeting Place 
Options 1; 
  
Options 2; 
Notes; 

Autumn Colours Southern Highlands 
Exeter – Moss vale - Bowral — Mittagong  
Monday 9th May 
10:00 am at Red Cow Farm 
Aldi Car park Bomaderry 
08:00 am 
Reid Park Jamberoo  
08:45 am 

 Main Locations;  
 Red Cow, Exeter 
 Corbett Gardens, Bowral 
 Cecil Hoskins Reserve Moss Vale 
 Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens 
 Cherry Tree Walk, Bowral 
 Coombe Wood near Mittagong 
 Moidart Nursery, Burradoo 
 Mount Gibraltar Lookout 
 Lunch at the  Mittagong RSL Club 
 Time for a short coffee break at the        

Robertson Pie Shop on the way up 

Please email or text me if you are attending the outing at;  
denis@denis-cale.com.au or mobile 0428 215 250  
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This is the tool you need for the job
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