SET PHOTOGRAPHIC SUBJECTS FOR 2017
1. February

Action with water. This topic is based around a subject

and their interaction with water. As the topic infers, there should be some form of
action or movement in the scene that involves water. This can be the subject
moving on, through or being moved by water. This could be a surfer on a wave, a
windsurfer, a diver, a swimmer, a bird catching a fish, a whale, dolphin, boat, jet ski
etc. The alternative could be a jet of water or wave propelling an object or fire
fighters hosing a fire, or a water drop striking an insect, so long as there is a
movement of the subject.

2. March

Photojournalism. The photograph should capture a
moment in time that is not rehearsed or planned. The subject can be of a person, a
group of people or a crowd participating in an event, a scene in life, or a personal
moment where the image expresses an emotion or tells a story. The image may be
capturing the atmosphere at a public gathering, or the single emotion of a person as
they realise what is happening to them i.e., joy, sadness, fear, or surprise. Basically
the image tells a story.

3. April
Birds. The main subject of the photograph must be a
bird(s). The bird(s) cannot be in a nest. The bird(s) can be stationary, swimming, or
flying. Framing the subject to allow for space to move forward is important unless
the crop is creating a portrait style position. Preference would be given to natural
environments rather than perching on roof tops and wires.
4. May [Digital]
Rural/Farm. This topic is not about landscapes, but rather
about the rural way of life, its animals, crops, fences. This could include how rural
land is used for farming, typical rural style community halls, churches, or out
houses. All these could be subjects that create a rural story, about life in the
country. It can be a wide angle totally encompassing the environment or telephoto
with varying depths of field isolating a subject. The subject needs to be unique to a
rural setting or be in context with the rural life style.
5. June
Icons. The subject of the photograph is symbolic or a totem
that represents something important or significant in society. It should have a
cultural or religious representation or identity that is easily recognisable by the
majority of people, i.e., a coat of arms, a flag, an animal or bird that represents the
state or country identity, a vintage car, church, or perhaps an Anzac soldier with
ceremonial medals. The iconic subject would best be shown in context to where it is
representing or presenting the subject in an interesting setting or prospective. The
strength of the subject will need to register with the viewer in a way that they can
relate to or have a connection with its iconic value.

6. July
Portrait in Context. A portrait photograph can be taken in
many different contexts where the picture tells the viewer something more about
the person than what they look like. There are business portraits, family portraits,
boudoir portraits and many other static head shots that capture a specific
interpretation or a set agenda for the client. This topic is asking to take that idea but
place it into an environment to capture the essence of the portrait, providing an
extended story about the person in the picture. There should be a balance of
perspective, setting and field of view so that the subject is dominant but shows
enough of the environment to set the scene.
7. August
It’s a small world. This is a fun topic that will let your
imagination take control. Although it might be considered Macro, it is more than
that. This topic asks the photographer to be creative and move their point of view
closer to the subject or view the world from a smaller persons view. What does the
world look like for insects, birds, maybe a baby crawling across the floor? Toys could
come to life or it might be a unique perspective on nature. Miniature cars, chess
pieces, caterpillars on a leaf could be subjects of perspective.
8. September [Digital] Dark / Gothic. Literally metaphorical. By using tones and
shadows, a picture can present a dark mystic if not eerie feel. Someone lurking in
the background, a contrast of shade and light, that sets a gothic mood. This is not as
easy as it sounds as to balance the highlights with the shadows requires a good
understanding of lighting. Perhaps a person or a face, case in shadow producing
hard lines, or light through a window into a room with shadows. Fog is rising or a
misty forest on a cold morning as the sun breaks through the canopy creating a
mystic affect. These are examples that don’t have to be black and white as colour
can be subdued to present a medieval setting.
9. October
Fantasy/Dreams. A fantasy is a place of dreams,
something where the subject suggests to be real but isn’t. Dreams can be crazy, fun
or frightening, but mostly they are not what they seem. This topic allows the
photographer to create a world that is alternate or imaginative. It can be a
colleague of scenes, layers of textures on a portrait or image. There is no real limit
to what the photographers can do using software manipulation and multiple
exposures. It is a Photoshop users dream.

10. November

Scale. The subject of the photograph is made to look as
though it is either part of or indifferent to the background either in prospective size
or position. To make the subject appear to be suspended in mid-air, be bigger,
smaller than it really is, or produce an affect that makes the viewer believe or think
that the subject is doing something that it is not really doing, e.g. travelling fast,
breaking through a window, holding up another object, positioned in a way that it
looks as though it is meant to be there. This can be a layered shot, but would be
presented as if it was a single frame exposure i.e., showing the understanding of
prospective

11. December

Open

